
Northgate High School – Year 11 - areas to revise for May assessments 

This document outlines the areas to revise for the assessments taking place in May.  

In some cases, where appropriate to the course, students have also been provided with a more detailed 
checklist.  

For advice about how to revise, please visit the Northgate website in Learning/How to revise at GCSE. 

Course Areas to revise 

Art & Design    N/A – assessed on non-examined assessment 
Art & Design (Graphic 
communication) 

N/A – assessed on non-examined assessment 

Art & Design (Textile 
design) 

N/A – assessed on non-examined assessment 

Biology 1 Cell biology 
2 Organisation 
3 Infection and response 
4 Bioenergetics 
 

Business  1.1 Enterprise and Entrepreneurship 
1.2 Spotting a business opportunity 
1.3 Putting a business idea into practice 
1.4 Making the business effective 
 
2.1 Growing the business 
2.2 Making marketing decisions 
 

Chemistry 1 Atomic structure and the periodic table 
2 Bonding, structure and the properties of matter  
4 Chemical changes (only 4.1 Reactivity of metals and 4.2 Reactions of acids) 
5 Energy changes 
6 The rate and extent of chemical change 
8 Chemical analysis 
 

Child Development N/A 
Computer Science 1.1 Systems architecture 

1.2 Memory 
1.3 Storage  
1.6 System security 
1.7 Systems software 
2.2 Programming techniques 
2.4 Computational logic 
2.6 Data representation 
 



D&T Timbers and Metals  • Design technology in our world: sustainability, 6 Rs life cycle analysis, 
energy generation and storage, fossil fuels and renewable energy storage, 
product life cycle. 

• Smart materials, composites and technical textiles: polymorph, shape 
memory alloys, thermochromic, photochromic, carbon fibre, Kevlar and 
GRP, Nomex. 

• Mechanical components and devices: levers and linkages, cams, pulleys, 
gear systems. 

• Metals: ferrous and non-ferrous, materials properties, manufacturing 
methods, joining methods – temporary and permanent, finishes, tools and 
equipment. 

• Timbers: hardwoods, softwoods and manufactured boards, alloys, materials 
properties, manufacturing methods, joining methods – temporary and 
permanent, finishes, tools and equipment. 

• Mathematics involving area, volume and calculating cost per unit, 
percentages. 

• Solving a design problem. 
 

Dance Skills 
• Physical skills – know the definition of them and an exercise to improve 

them. 
• Technical skills – know the definitions of them and how they can be 

improved. 
• Expressive skills – know the definitions of them and how they can be 

improved. 
• Mental skills – know the definitions of them and what you can do to 

improve them. 
• Safe working practice during performance. 
• Safe working practice during process and rehearsal. 
 
Hypothetical Choreography 
• Structuring devices and form – key definitions. 
• Choreographic devices – key definitions. 
• Aural settings (and how they affect choreographic outcomes). 
• Performance environments – what these are and be able to describe them 
• Communication of choreographic intent. 
 
Discussion of your own work 
• Explaining why skills and devices help to communicate to the audience – 

including performance and choreography. 
 
Productions - A Linha Curva, Shadows, Infra, Emancipation of expressionism 
• Features of the production. 
• Performance environment. 
• Choreographic approaches – see the interview from each choreographer on 

the Learning Portal. 
• Choreographic intent. 

 
Drama Blood Brothers  

• The contexts  



• The characteristics of the play itself:  
• Key moments we have explored:  

• the use of performance space and spatial relationships on stage 
(proxemics) 

• the relationship between performers and audience  
• the design of set, lighting and sound  
• an actor’s vocal and physical interpretation of character  
• the use of performance conventions and techniques. 

 
Metamorphosis (Mrs Eden’s group) or Oresteia (Mrs Jacob’s group) 
• Performance details 
• The characteristics of the play itself 
• The director’s intention  
• Key moments to use as examples 
 
Theatrical knowledge  
• The pros and cons of using modern staging configurations. 
• Theatre Roles - what the different roles are responsible for. 
• Acting skills. 
• Semiotics - how they are used to create meaning. 
• Performance style – how it affects the direction, acting and design.  
• Drama and theatre terminology (Acting and Semiotics Mats) 
• Genre – how it is used in a live performance to communicate meaning to an 

audience (E.g Epic Theatre – Brecht) 
• Analysis - how to use PEAS to aid writing about the meaning/effect of a 

performance 
• Evaluation – making valid judgements about the effectiveness of the work 

of others. 
 

DT Electronics and 
Mechanical Systems 

• New and emerging technologies 
• Energy generation and storage 
• Systems approach to designing 
• Mechanical devices 
• Materials and their working properties - papers, timbers, metals, polymers, 

textiles 
• Selection of materials 
• Forces and stresses 
• Sources and origin of materials 
• Using and working with materials 
• Scales of production 
• Specialist techniques and processes 
• Environmental, social and economic challenge 
• The work of others 
• Design strategies 
• Prototype development 
• Tolerances 

 
English Language Paper 1 Explorations in creative reading and writing 

• Section A Reading 
• Section B Writing to describe/narrate 



 
English Literature • Macbeth 

• Unseen poetry 
 

Food Preparation and 
Nutrition 

Section A Nutrition 
• The relationship between diet and health 
• The dietary needs of different groups of people 
• Nutritional needs when selecting recipes and cooking for different groups 

of people 
• Energy balance 
• Macronutrients: 

o Carbohydrates 
o Fats 
o Proteins 
o Vitamins 
o Minerals – function/deficiency/sources 

• Water 
• Nutrients in food 
 
Section B Food 
• Food source and supply 
• Food processing and production 
• Food security 
• Technological developments to support better health 
• Culinary traditions 
• Factors influencing food choice 
 
Section C Cooking and food preparation 
• Food science 
• Sensory properties 
• Food safety 
 
Section D Cooking skills 
• Knife skills 
• Preparation techniques 
• Cooking methods 
• Sauces 
• Setting a mixture 
• Raising agents 
• Making dough, pastry and pasta 
• Garnishing and glazing 

 
French • Family, friends and relationships 

• Media and free time activities 
• Daily routine, food and drink, festivals 
• Local area and weather 
• Holiday and travel 
• School 
 
This is modules 1 to 6 of the Studio GCSE textbook. 



 
Geography Physical Geography: 

• Coastal landscapes 
• Rivers landscapes  
• Tectonic hazards (earthquakes & volcanoes) 
 
Human Geography: 
• Urban environments  
• Global resources – focusing on food supply 

 
German • School 

• Identity and culture 
• Local area holiday and travel 
 
This is chapters 1 to 6 of the Stimmt textbook. 
 

Health and Social Care  N/A 
History Germany 1890-1945 

• Germany and the Depression 
o The impact of the Depression 
o The failure of Weimar democracy 

• The experiences of Germans under the Nazis 
o Social policy and practice 

 
Conflict and Tension 1918-1939 
• Peacemaking 

o Aims 
o Terms of the Treaty (LAMB) 
o Impact of the Treaty  
o The League of Nations – 1930s 

 
Elizabethan England 1568-1603 
• Troubles at home and abroad 

o The problem of Mary, Queen of Scots 
• Kenilworth Castle 

o Background 
o Dudley and Kenilworth 
o Key examples of how Dudley rebuilt Kenilworth 

 
N.B. A more detailed list has been published via Go4schools. 
 

ICT (Creative iMedia) Important areas to make sure you know are in bold. 

The purpose, uses and content of:    

• mood boards  
• mind maps/spider diagrams  
• visualisation diagrams  
• storyboards i.e.: number of scenes, scene content, timings, camera shots, 

camera angles, camera movement, lighting  
• sound  



• locations  
• camera type i.e. still camera, video camera, virtual camera 

 
How to: 
• interpret client requirements for pre-production (e.g. purpose, theme, 

style, genre, content) based on a specific brief (e.g. by client discussion, 
reviewing a written brief, script or specification) 

• identify timescales for production based on target audience and end user 
requirements 

• how to conduct and analyse research for a creative digital media product, 
i.e.: using primary sources, using secondary sources 

• produce a work plan and production schedule to include: tasks, activities, 
work flow, timescales, resources, milestones, contingencies.  

Know and understand: 

• the importance of identifying the target audience and how they can be 
categorised, i.e.: gender, age, ethnicity, income, location, accessibility. 

• the hardware, techniques and software used for: 
o digitising paper-based documents, creating electronic pre-

production documents 
o the health and safety considerations when creating digital media 

products (e.g. use of risk assessments, location recces, safe 
working practices)    

o legislation regarding any assets to be sourced, i.e.: copyright, 
trademarks, intellectual property 

How to create a:  

• mood board   
• mind map/spider diagram    
• visualisation diagram or sketch  
• storyboard 

Know/understand about: 

• the properties and limitations of file formats for still images 
• the properties and limitations of file formats for audio  
• the properties and limitations of file formats for moving images i.e.:  video, 

animation    
• suitable naming conventions (e.g. version control, organisational 

requirements) 

How to: 

• identify appropriate file formats needed to produce: 
o pre-production documents 
o final products in line with client requirements 

• review a pre-production document (e.g. for format, style, clarity, 
suitability of content for the client and target audience) 

• identify areas for improvement in a pre-production document (e.g. colour 
schemes, content, additional scenes). 

Maths Foundation Number 



• Basic calculation skills 
• Whole number theory 
• Fractions 
• Decimals 
• Percentages 
• Calculations with Ratio 
• Powers and roots 
• Standard form 
• Discrete growth and decay 
 
Algebra 
• Algebraic expressions 
• Linear sequences 
• Further algebraic expressions 
• Equations 
• Algebraic formulae 
• Straight line graphs 
• Graphs of equations and functions 
• Algebraic inequalities 
 
Shape, Space and Measures 
• Properties of shapes and solids 
• Angles 
• Units and measurement 
• Perimeter 
• Area 
• Volume and surface area 
• Plane isometric transformations 
• Similarity 
• Pythagoras’ theorem 
• Trigonometry 
 
Data Handling 
• Basic probability and experiments 
• Combined events and probability diagrams 
• Collecting and displaying data 
• Analysing data 
 

Maths Higher Number 
• Basic calculation skills 
• Whole number theory 
• Fractions 
• Decimals 
• Percentages 
• Calculations with ratio 
• Powers and roots 
• Standard form 
• Surds 
• Discrete growth and decay 
 



Algebra  
• Algebraic expressions 
• Functions and sequences 
• Further algebraic expressions 
• Equations 
• Algebraic formulae 
• Straight line graphs 
• Graphs of equations and functions 
• Algebraic inequalities 
 
Shape, Space and Measures 
• Properties of shapes and solids 
• Angles 
• Units and measurement 
• Perimeter 
• Area 
• Volume and surface area 
• Plane vector geometry 
• Plane isometric transformations 
• Similarity 
• Pythagoras’ theorem 
• Trigonometry 
• Circle theorems 
 
Data Handling 
• Basic probability and experiments 
• Combined events and probability diagrams 
• Collecting and Displaying Data 
• Analysing Data 
 

Music Area of Study 1- Instrumental Music 1700-1820 
• Brandenburg Concerto No. 5 in D Major, mvt III by Johann Sebastian Bach  
• Piano Sonata Op.13 No.8 in C Minor ‘Pathetique’, mvt I by Ludvig van 

Beethoven 
• Wider knowledge of the Baroque, Classical and Romantic eras 
• Changes to orchestras and instruments from Baroque era to the Romantic 

era 
 
Area of Study 2 - Vocal Music 
• ‘Music for a While’ by Henry Purcell 
• Killer Queen’ from Sheer Heart Attack (Queen) - words and music by 

Freddie Mercury 
• Wider knowledge of styles/eras ranging from Baroque/Classical/Romantic 

to Blues, Rock, Pop 
• The use of technology in the 20th century and how it can be used to refine 

recordings 
• Instrumental techniques and studio effects 
 
Area of Study 3 - Music for Stage and Screen 
• ‘Defying Gravity’ from Wicked - words and ‘Music’ by Stephen Schwartz 



• ‘Main Title/Rebel Blockade Runner’ from Star Wars: Episode IV A New Hope 
by John Williams 

• Wider knowledge of how composers write for the stage and how musical 
elements are shaped to tell the story/further the narrative. Understanding 
of soprano, alto, tenor and bass writing and vocal techniques. Film music 
composing strategies such as leitmotifs, ostinatos, pedal notes, fanfare 

• Wider listening/awareness of musicals and film music writing 
 
Area of Study 4 - Fusions 
• ‘Release’ (Afro-Celt Sound System) - words and music by James McNally, 

Iarla O Lionaird, Martin Russell, Sinead O’Connor, Simon Emmerson 
• Wider knowledge of world music styles such as African music, Samba, Jazz, 

Latin-American, Indian Classical Music, Bhangra, Celtic and Folk music 
 
For each area of study, students will need to revise the two associated set 
works, with the exception of the Fusions area of study for which there is only 
one set work. 
 
All students will need to revise and prepare for the following types of 
questions:  
• A longer answer comparison essay question that evaluates the musical 

elements, musical contexts/styles of topics covered for each area of study 
• Aural skills such as melodic/rhythmical dictations, recognizing key 

signatures and cadences on an unfamiliar piece of music 
• Listening questions on extracts taken from the set works 

 
PE • Cardio-respiratory system: blood shunting, cardiac output, spirometer 

trace, diffusion, structure and function of blood vessels. 
• Movement analysis: planes and axes, levers, joint action, muscular 

contractions and sporting movements (muscles, joints and bones 
knowledge will be required). 

• Components of fitness and Principles of training: SPORT, FITT and 
application to differing methods of training; calculating intensities, aerobic 
v anaerobic, EPOC and oxygen debt; components of fitness. 

• Fitness tests for different components of fitness and use of data. 
• Spectator behaviour, technology 

 
PE - BTEC Sport N/A  
Physics 2 Electricity (required practicals not included - only 2.1, 2.2, 2.3 and 2.4.3) 

4 Atomic structure 
5 Forces and motion (only 5.1.1 to 5.1.4 and 5.6.2 - Newton’s Laws) 
6 Wave 
7 Magnetism & electromagnetism 
8 Space 
 

Psychology • Brain and neuropsychology 
• Social influence 
• Psychological problems 
• Research methods 

 



Religious Studies Theme B: Religion and life (3.2.1.2) 
• The origins and value of the universe 
• The origins and value of human life 
 
Theme D: Religion, peace and conflict (3.2.1.4) 
• Religion, violence, terrorism and war 
• Religion and belief in 21st century conflict 
 
Theme E: Religion, crime and punishment (3.2.1.5) 
• Religion, crime and the causes of crime 
• Religion and punishment 
 
Theme F: Religion, human rights and social justice (3.2.1.6) 
• Human rights 
• Wealth and poverty 

 
Science: Combined 
Trilogy 

Biology 
1 Cell biology 
2 Organisation 
3 Infection and response 
4 Bioenergetics 
 
Chemistry 
1 Atomic structure and the periodic table 
2 Bonding, structure and the properties of matter  
4 Chemical changes (only 4.1 Reactivity of metals and 4.2 Reactions of acids) 
5 Energy changes 
6 The rate and extent of chemical change 
7 Organic chemistry 
8 Chemical analysis 
 
Physics 
4 Atomic structure 
5 Forces and motion (only 5.1.1 to 5.1.4 - Forces and their interactions and 
5.4.2 Newton's Laws) 
6 Waves 
7 Magnetism & electromagnetism 
 

Sociology Crime and Deviance (Mr Evans) 
• Defining crime and deviance 
• Data on crime: official statistics 
• Data on crime: victim surveys and self-report studies 
• Social construction of crime 
• Sociological explanations for crime and deviance 
• Theories of crime: functionalists 
• Theories of crime: Marxists, interactionists and feminists 
• Informal social control 
• Formal social control 
• Factors affecting crime: social class 
• Factors affecting crime: gender 



 

• Factors affecting crime: ethnicity 
• Factors affecting crime: age 
• Sociological research methods (taught in Year 10) 
 
Social Stratification (Miss Cannell) 
• The different types of stratification- slavery, estate, caste and class  
• Perspectives on social stratification: Functionalism/Marxism/Feminism 
• How socio-economic class is measured  
• Perspectives on social class: Marx/Weber 
• Social mobility 
• Perspectives on life chances: Functionalism/Marxism/Feminism 
• The affluent worker 
• Poverty: Definitions/how to measure/explanations/Townsend- poverty in 

the UK 
• Perspectives on poverty: Functionalism/Marxism/Feminism 
• Relative deprivation and material deprivation 
• Globalisation and poverty 
• The underclass: Murray and evaluation 
• Perspectives on the welfare state: Functionalism/Marxism/Feminism 
• Perspectives on power 
• Perspectives on patriarchy 
• Sociological research methods (taught in Year 10) 

 
Spanish • Personal descriptions 

• Free time activities & media 
• Future aspirations  
• School 
• Holidays  
 
This is Chapters 1 to 4, plus Chapter 7 of the Viva! textbook. 

  


