
Grading 2021 update 

Dear Students, Parents and Carers 

Our mini-assessments are now well underway and we have been really impressed 

with the approach that students are taking. 

We are now in a position to share further information with you about the next step 

of the process in determining grades this summer. Schools have been asked to 

make a holistic and objective professional judgement about the grade that the 

student is working at based on a range of evidence. Whilst Ofqual and JCQ have 

produced guidance, the decision about what evidence will be used lies with the 

centre, with a number of factors that have to be taken into account, such as:  

• coverage of the course content delivered 

• evidencing the assessment objectives for the course  

• the conditions in which the work was produced, so that the work can be 

authenticated as the students’ own 

• how recent the evidence is, as ‘more recent evidence is likely to be more 

representative of student performance’ (Ofqual) 

Schools have to comply with a robust external quality assurance process, as part of 

which the quantity and quality our evidence may be reviewed.  

We have therefore decided that in determining grades we will use:  

• student work produced in response to assessment materials provided by our 

awarding organisations, including groups of questions, past papers or similar 

materials such as practice or sample papers – this could be exam practices 

completed in class under timed conditions, mock exams (if completed in 

school), or mini-assessments. 

• non-exam assessment work (often referred to as coursework), even if this has 

not been fully completed, where deemed appropriate by Heads of 

Department/Subject Leads. 

• student work produced in centre-devised tasks that reflect the specification, 

that follow the same format as awarding organisation materials, and have been 

marked in a way that reflects awarding organisation mark schemes – again, this 

could be exam practices completed in class under timed conditions, mock 

exams (if completed in school), or mini-assessments. 

• records of a student’s capability and performance over the course of study in 

performance-based subjects such as music, drama and PE. 

• records of each student’s standard of work over the course of study. 

Please note that we have been asked to use the same evidence consistently across 

a cohort as far as possible; individuals cannot request that certain evidence be 

included or discounted.  

If a student was absent for a legitimate reason when a piece of evidence was 

generated, we are permitted to substitute in another piece of appropriate 

evidence. This will happen as part of our school processes, so you do not need to 

contact us about this.  



If there were any personal circumstances that may have affected a student’s 

performance in a piece of evidence that is being used, either from across the 

course or in the mini-assessments, please let us know by completing the 

Application for Special Consideration form that can be found here and submitting it 

to exams@northgate.suffolk.sch.uk as soon as possible but by Wednesday 19th 

May in the case of pre-existing evidence, or by one working day after the 

assessment has taken place in the case of the April/May mini-assessments. Please 

note that if you notify us of any personal circumstances after the deadline, we will 

not be able to consider this as part of the grading process. 

Our Centre Policy for Determining Assessed Grades is available on the school 

website in Learning/Grading 2021, if you would like to see it. 

We are not permitted to share information about grades with students before 

results days, which are taking place on: 

• Tuesday 10th August – A level/Level 3 qualifications 

• Thursday 12th August – GCSE/Level 2 qualifications 

Further information about the issuing of results will be shared nearer the time, as 

we need to wait for government guidance around school operations during the 

COVID-19 outbreak to be updated. 

We are immensely proud of how the students are dealing with the challenging 

circumstances that they find themselves in. Please be assured that we will continue 

to do our best to support them in their final weeks with us. 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

Miss Mackie 

 
 
 

 

https://www.northgate.suffolk.sch.uk/assets/Uploads/Grading-2021/Special-Consideration-Form-Summer-2021.pdf

