
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Students 

We are now able to share with you revision lists and a skeleton timetable for the 
assessments that you are going to be completing next term. They can be found on 
the Northgate website in the Learning/Grading 2021 section. You can also see a 
copy of the letter that has gone to parents and carers. 

The revision lists are the basics of what you need to cover. If your teacher has 
provided you with a more detailed checklist, then please use this. 

When you look at the timetable, bear in mind that the paper numbers are just to 
indicate whether it is the first/second/third assessment – they do not link to the 
exam papers as they would have been on the specification. Teachers will be able 
to share with you the areas that will be covered in each assessment when they 
have seen the exam board material, which is due to be released at the end of this 
month. 

We will be making use of these short assessments as part of our evidence in 
subjects that would have had written exams this summer. We are being asked to 
say how students are performing, so thought it important to have some up-to-
date information on this, but we are also going to use other evidence that has 
been generated during the course. We will be able to share more about which 
evidence we will be using after the Easter break. 

For advice about revision, including a video by Mr Banham about how to revise, 
please visit the Northgate website Learning/How to revise at GCSE – the key 
principles and advice here apply for all year groups.  

Thank you for your patience whilst we work through everything. 

Have a good break. 

 

 

Mrs Hope 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

FAQs 

Why aren’t assessments taking place in classrooms? 

This is something that we considered. However, the staggered timetable that we 
are running due to COVID-19 means that there is a lot more movement across the 
course of the day, with students arriving at and leaving lessons at different times, 
and some taking breaks whilst others are in lessons. This means that assessments 
could be disrupted by noise. 

We also wanted all students taking a subject to be able to do the assessment at 
the same time, for reasons of fairness. This could not realistically be achieved in 
classrooms, particularly for subjects where there are large numbers of students. 
An additional consideration was the relatively large number of students with 
access arrangements, which are not easily accommodated in lesson time.  

We are trying to deliver on the government’s vision of assessment being more 
‘low key’ than a formal exam series. At the same time we want any assessments 
that we do to be fair and consistent. In a centre of our size this presents a 
challenge.  
 
We are exploring how we can make our assessment spaces feel less ‘exam-like’ 
e.g. the presence of subject staff for reassurance, which is usually prohibited in an 
exam situation. 
 
Why are you using multiple short assessments rather than fewer longer 
assessments? 

We are aware that students have faced a lot of disruption over the last year and 
felt that shorter assessments, in most cases a maximum of an hour, would be less 
daunting. This is also in keeping with guidance from the DfE. 

Why are assessments taking place in a three-week window rather than being 
more spread out? 

We took this decision in order to make a clear distinction between time allocated 
for teaching and learning, and time allocated for assessments. Keeping 
assessments to a specific window has meant that students have been able to 
focus on settling back into school and will have a period of time without 
assessments after Easter. 

How will you make sure that the assessment venues are COVID-19 safe? 

We will adhere to the systems of control which we are required to follow by the 
DfE. We have undertaken a risk assessment, which you can access on the 
Northgate website in Learning\Grading 2021.  


