
26th February 2021 

Asymptomatic COVID-19 testing for students  

Dear Parent or Carer 

You may have heard that testing for those without coronavirus symptoms is beginning across the 
country using new, quicker COVID-19 tests known as lateral flow devices. This letter is to give you 
more information about the testing programme in our school. 

The aim of the testing is to identify any positive cases of COVID-19 in those without symptoms. It is 
thought that up to one in three people with the infection do not have symptoms. Through quick 
identification and self-isolation, we aim to minimise the transmission of infection in school. Whilst 
the tests are voluntary, we strongly encourage students to participate. 

The lateral flow device tests use a swab of the throat and nose.  Whilst staff will oversee the swab 
process, the expectation is that each student will manage the swab themselves. We are currently 
preparing a video to explain the process at Northgate, which we will put on the school website in the 
COVID-19 section. It is advised to avoid eating or drinking for half an hour before a test.  

At the test session, students will be issued with a card featuring a unique barcode which will need to 
be used to register the test with the NHS via the government website; we would ask that parents 
support their child in doing this. Positive results (which take around half an hour from testing) will be 
shared directly with students and their parents and carers by the school. Negative results will be 
confirmed by the NHS system through the email address/mobile number that is provided by you 
when registering the test. 

The purpose of the testing in school is two-fold – firstly to help to identify people who are infectious 
but do not have any symptoms and secondly, to provide support to students in how to take a test for 
when we then move to testing at home twice a week. We will be looking to test all students in Years 
7 to 11 three times – once prior to their return to school, then on a further two occasions three to 
five days apart during school time.  

Students in the sixth form will be tested once before their return to school, and will be offered 
further optional test sessions if they feel that they would benefit from additional supported practice 
before moving to testing at home. We will share further information about home testing with you as 
it becomes available. 

Please note that students do not need to take a lateral flow test if they have tested positive for 
COVID-19 in the last 90 days. 

In order to minimise disruption to learning as far as possible, students will have their first test in the 
week commencing 1st March, enabling all students to return to school on Monday 8th March.  We 
will suspend online lessons on the day that your child’s year group is invited for testing, in order to 
avoid disruption to lessons and to avoid creating anxiety for students around catching up while at 
their testing appointment.  We would advise that students use this day to catch up on any other 
outstanding work, or complete any revision/other work that they may have.  If students would like 
access to any additional materials, these are available on the Learning Portal in the COVID and 
Intervention Centre Work folder. 

We would ask that parents book an appointment for a test via our online system; details of how to 
do so will be sent to you in the next few days. Please note that by booking an appointment you 
will be giving your consent for the initial and subsequent tests, therefore please read carefully the 
information regarding consent which is included later in this letter.  

We would ask that one parent/carer of students in Years 7 to 9 attend the first appointment with 
their child in order that they can see the process; this will help them in supporting their child with 
home testing once this starts. Parents of students in other year groups are welcome to attend if they 



wish; we would ask, however, that only one parent attends in order to limit the number of people 
on site. Students in Years 10 to 13 are permitted to attend without parental supervision, but it is 
vital that they adhere to rules around social contact. Students will leave the site once their test has 
been taken – they will not need to wait for results.  So that we don’t have students being questioned 
about why they are in the community as they come in to school for their first test, I would ask that 
students attend their appointment in their school uniform (except Year 7, who are scheduled for 
Saturday). 

Testing will take place in the sports centre. We would ask that people make their way to the sports 
centre by going straight through the car park rather than entering the main school site. Masks must 
be worn and social distancing must be observed. A one-way system will be in operation in the sports 
centre and people will be on hand to direct you. 

The second and third tests will take place during the school day, without parents present, in the 
weeks commencing 8th and 15th March, with students leaving lessons in order to be tested. 

Please note that if your child displays any COVID-19 symptoms, they must not attend a testing 
session or school. If your child develops symptoms at any time (such as a high temperature; a new, 
continuous cough; or a loss or change to their sense of smell or taste) they, and the rest of the 
household, must immediately self-isolate, and a test should be arranged by visiting 
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test or calling 119. It is vital that you do not send them into 
school to take a lateral flow device test. 

Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any concerns or questions.  

Yours sincerely 

Miss Mackie 

 

 

FAQs 

What if a student tests positive on the lateral flow device test at the first testing session? 

When a student tests positive at their initial test the school will make contact with the parent/carer 
at home. They, and their household, will have to self-isolate and follow the guidance from NHS Test 
and Trace.   

What if a student’s result is negative on the lateral flow device test at the first testing session? 

We will only contact you if they a student tests positive on the lateral flow device test, so if you do 
not hear from us you can assume that your child’s outcome was negative.  Confirmation of the 
negative result will be received from the NHS via the email address/mobile number that you provide 
when you register the test. 

What if a student tests positive on the lateral flow device test at the second/third testing session in 
the school day? 

When a student tests positive they will be informed about their result individually, and their 
parent/carer(s) will be informed. The student will be sent home as soon as possible to start isolating. 
They, and their household, will have to self-isolate and follow the guidance from NHS Test and Trace.   

What if a student’s result is negative on the lateral flow device test at the second/third testing 
session in the school day? 

If your child’s lateral flow test in school is negative, they will be able to stay in school as normal.  A 
student will only be told if they tested positive on the lateral flow test, so if you do not hear from us 
you can assume that your child’s outcome was negative.  Confirmation of the negative result will be 

https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test


received from the NHS via the email address/mobile number that you provide when you register the 
test. 

What support will be offered to my child with testing? 

We will endeavour to make the lateral flow testing process as stress-free and as fast as possible for 
your child.  They must be prepared for the swab that they take in their nose and throat to be 
uncomfortable.  We will have staff to guide and support your child throughout.    

 

 

 

Terms of consent 

1. I have had the opportunity to consider the information provided by the school about the testing, 
ask questions and have had these answered satisfactorily, based on the information presented in the 
letter dated 26th February 2021 and the COVID-19 Testing Privacy Statement.  

2. I have discussed the testing with my child and my child is happy to participate. If on the day of 
testing they do not wish to take part, then they will not be made to do so, and consent can be 
withdrawn at any time ahead of the test.  

3. I consent to my child having a nose and throat swab for lateral flow device tests. My child will self-
swab if they are able to, otherwise I understand that assistance is available.  

4. I understand that there may be multiple tests required and this consent covers all tests for the 
named person. 

5. I consent that my child’s sample(s) will be tested for the presence of COVID-19. 

6. I understand that if my child’s result(s) are negative on the lateral flow device test I will not be 
contacted by the school, except where they are a close contact of a confirmed positive. 

7. If the lateral flow device test indicates the presence of COVID-19, I commit to ensuring that my 
child is removed from school premises as promptly as possible, bearing in mind they may have some 
anxiety following a positive test result. 

9. I understand that they will need to self-isolate following a positive lateral flow device test result. 

10. I understand that if a close contact of my child tests positive that my child will self-isolate for 10 
days in line with government guidance. 
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