
 
 
 
16th July 2021 
 
Ref: R-M/T-F 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
I write to share with you initial plans for the start of the new academic year in 
September.  Please be aware that we have made these plans based on current July 
guidance – if there are any updates to current guidance over the summer holidays 
we may need to make some changes. 
 
The Government and Department for Education expects that secondary schools will 
undertake on-site asymptomatic testing of students before they return to lessons, 
and follow-up with a second test during their first week back in school.  Whilst there 
is a lot of detail to plan, our testing dates, expected times and start dates for our 
students are outlined below. 
 
Friday 3 September  
 
On-site testing for Year 7 and Year 12 students. 

• Year 7 students between 9.00 – 11.30am (one parent/carer will be invited to 
accompany their child) 

• Year 12 students between 2.00 – 4.00pm 
 

Monday 6 September  
 
Year 7 and Year 12 students attend for induction, orientation to the school and some 
lessons. 
 
On-site testing for Years 10, 11 and 13 students, with students returning home after 
their test. 
 

• Year 10 between 9.00 – 11.00am 
• Year 11 between 11.00am – 1.00pm 
• Year 13 between 1.00 – 3.00pm 

 
Tuesday 7 September  
 
Year 7, 10, 11, 12 and 13 students attend lessons, starting with an extended 
registration period. 
 
On-site testing for Years 8 and 9 students. 
 

• Year 8 between 8.30 – 10.10 am – then go to lessons 
• Year 9 between 10.15 – 11.55am – then go to lessons 

 



There will be some disruption to teaching and learning over the course of this first 
week to complete the two on-site tests.  We will open up the booking system we 
used in March closer to the time and will write to let you know when we have done 
this.  Northgate Sports Centre facilities will be set-up to complete this process.  
 
Timings of the school day 
 
From September, all students will start and finish the school day at the same time.  
Students should not be on school site before 8.35am. 
 
8.45am  Registration 
 
3.10pm  School finishes 
 
Systems of control 
 
The systems of control that schools have been asked to implement are: 
 

1. Ensure good hygiene for everyone – hand and respiratory 
2. Maintain appropriate cleaning regimes 
3. Keep occupied spaces well-ventilated 
4. Follow public health advice on testing, self-isolation and managing 

confirmed cases of COVID-19.  I attach a letter from the Department for 
Education that explains how contact tracing will work from Monday, 19th July 
2021. 
 

We will update our risk assessment accordingly, which is accessible on the Northgate 
website. 
 
Thank you to those parents and carers who provided feedback about some of the 
changes that we made to our operations this year.  It has been very helpful to capture 
your views and has allowed us to consider what has been gained and lost from 
arrangements we have put in place this year. 
 
Arrangements for break and lunch 
 
We are presently planning how to best manage break and lunch for our students.  
From September, we are looking to have three staggers – this will see two year 
groups at break and lunch at the same time, meaning that for the majority of our 
students their Period 2 and Period 3 lessons will not be interrupted.  Year 7 students 
will have a separate break and lunch to the rest of the school, with a break in their 
Period 2 and 3 lessons. 
 
To aid in re-building a sense of community in our Sixth Form, which we know our 
Sixth Form students have missed, we are planning for Year 12 and Year 13 to share 
the same break and lunch time. 
 
 
 



PE kit 
 
This year we allowed students to wear their PE or dance kit on the days that they had 
their practical lessons.  Your feedback around this change has been overwhelmingly 
positive, and we will continue with this from September.  For clarity, PE and dance 
uniform expectations can be found on our website 
https://www.northgate.suffolk.sch.uk/parents/school-uniform/ . 
 
Uniform expectations 
 
Our uniform has not changed; however, we had some challenges around maintaining 
our standards with the loss of daily registration for a lengthy period this year when 
we prioritised teaching and learning for all students during some difficult times. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to clarify the school’s position on the wearing of 
hoodies and zoodies.  Hoodies and zoodies, and other sweatshirts, are not 
appropriate items for school and should not be worn as a replacement for the 
Northgate jumper (for students in Years 7 – 10), Northgate sweatshirt (for students 
in Year 11), or Northgate rugby top or Northgate fleece for students on days when 
they have PE or dance.  Hoodies and zoodies are inappropriate items for physical 
activity in the PE and dance curriculum areas.  Hoodies and zoodies should not be 
worn as a replacement for a coat worn over the Northgate uniform on cooler days.  
 
At some point in the next academic year we are expecting some new guidance 
around uniform expectations for implementation in September 2022.  When we 
receive that guidance and understand the implications for the Northgate community, 
I will write to you again.     
 
Parents’ evenings 
 
We are very grateful for the feedback we received around online subject-based 
parents’ evenings and have considered this carefully.  The majority of respondents 
asked for that model to remain in place, and we will continue to hold parents’ 
evenings online next year. However, we are very aware of the issues that some of 
you have raised and are now working hard to overcome these.  
 
We are all looking forward to September and welcoming our new Year 7 and Year 12 
students.  We are also hoping that we will be able to return to offering the many 
enrichment and extra-curricular activities that we have not been able to run this 
year.  Thank you for your ongoing support, and I hope that you and your families can 
enjoy relaxing and restful summer break. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Miss Mackie 
Headteacher 

https://www.northgate.suffolk.sch.uk/parents/school-uniform/

