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Use
Different Length Paragraphs

Just as you should use a range of different length sentences in your writing for variety
and effect, you should also use a range of different length paragraphs for the same
reason.

Look at the opening to Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austin:

It is a truth universally acknowledged, that a single man in possession of a good
fortune must be in want of a wife.

However little known the feelings or views of such a man may be on his first entering a
neighbourhood, this truth is so well fixed in the minds of the surrounding families, that
he is considered as the rightful property of someone or other of their daughters.

and the opening to The Hobbit or There and Back Again by J. R. R. Tolkien:

In a hole in the ground there lived a hobbit. Not a nasty, dirty, wet hole, filled with the
ends of worms and an oozy smell, nor yet a dry, bare, sandy hole with nothing in it to
sit down on or to eat; it was a hobbit-hole, and that means comfort.

It had a perfectly round door like a porthole, painted green, with a shiny yellow brass
knob in the exact middle. The door opened on to a tube-shaped hall like a tunnel:

a very comfortable tunnel without smoke, with paneled walls, and floors tiled and
carpeted, provided with polished chairs, and lots and lots of pegs for hats and coats
—the hobbit was fond of visitors. The tunnel wound on and on, going fairly but not
quite straight into the side of the hill — The Hill, as all the people for many miles
round called it — and many little round doors opened out of it, first on one side and
then on another. No going upstairs for the hobbit: bedrooms, bathrooms, cellars,
pantries (lots of these), wardrobes (he had whole rooms devoted to clothes), kitchens,
dining-rooms, all were on the same floor, and indeed on the same passage. The best
rooms were all on the left-hand side (going in), for these were the only ones to have
windows, deep-set round windows looking over his garden, and meadows beyond,
sloping down to the river.

Both of these novels use paragraph length carefully to generate specific
effects on the reader. What effects do these different paragraphs create?
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Have a go...

The text below was taken from President Barrack Obama’s inaugural address in January
2009. Where would you put the paragraphs? Remember for G3 you should be using
paragraphs with effective control of meaning.

Today | say to you that the challenges we face are real. They are serious and they are
many. They will not be met easily or in a short span of time. But know this, America
— they will be met. On this day, we gather because we have chosen hope over fear,
unity of purpose over conflict and discord. On this day, we come to proclaim an

end to the petty grievances and false promises, the recriminations and worn-out
dogmas, that for far too long have strangled our politics. We remain a young nation,
but in the words of Scripture, the time has come to set aside childish things. The
time has come to reaffirm our enduring spirit; to choose our better history; to carry
forward that precious gift, that noble idea, passed on from generation to generation:
the God-given promise that all are equal, all are free, and all deserve a chance to
pursue their full measure of happiness. In reaffirming the greatness of our nation,
we understand that greatness is never a given. It must be earned. Our journey has
never been one of short-cuts or settling for less. It has not been the path for the
faint-hearted — for those who prefer leisure over work, or seek only the pleasures of
riches and fame. Rather, it has been the risk takers, the doers, the makers of things
— some celebrated but more often men and women obscure in their labor, who
have carried us up the long, rugged path towards prosperity and freedom. For us,
they packed up their few worldly possessions and traveled across oceans in search of
a new life. For us, they toiled in sweatshops and settled the West; endured the lash
of the whip and plowed the hard earth. For us, they fought and died, in places like
Concord and Gettysburg; Normandy and Khe Sanh.

To see how this address was paragraphed take a look at the full text at:
http://content.time.com/time/politics/article/0,8599,1872715,00.html|

Read a range of texts
— both fiction and non-fiction —
and pay careful attention to how they paragraph for effect.

Have a go at replicating some of your findings
in your own writing.




