
Year 12 – Careers Preparation for Year 13 
 
It is important to remember that all Year 12 students across England, Wales, Scotland and Northern 
Ireland are in the same position as you. 
 

Thinking of University 
 

Universities are suspending all University public events and gatherings – including Open Days and 

Taster events. 

 

UCAS reassures you that they’re focused on supporting schools and their students during this 

challenging and uncertain time.  

 

Although many events, like open days, exhibitions, and face-to-face conversations may have been 

put on hold, students’ futures have not. 

 

UCAS are currently looking at a number of alternative options to ensure anyone interested in full 

time higher education or higher or degree apprenticeships, is able to access the invaluable advice 

UCAS, universities, colleges and employers can offer - including running some of the events in the 

autumn term, and delivering access to advice through a digital solution. 

 

There are many resources already available online, such as the UCAS Hub, virtual tours, subject 

guides and Unibuddy peer-to-peer support.  Social media channels including Facebook, Instagram, 

and Twitter will also have dedicated content. 

 

 

Preparation you can do prior to submitting a UCAS application in the Autumn Term: 
 

• Research the subjects you’re interested in taking and decide on the course that you want to 

study – make sure you look at the entry requirements. 

• Check whether you need to take any external tests for your courses e.g. UCAT for some 

medical and dentistry degrees, the LNAT for some Law degrees. Cambridge and Oxford have 

pre-assessment tests. 

• Read around the subject that you are interested in applying for at university – go above and 

beyond the A Level syllabus and look at journals, articles, books, newspapers etc. 

• Keep on top of topical things in the news related to what you want to study 

• Identify the universities that appeal to you. 

• Research these universities via the UCAS website, the university’s website and by using the 

websites such as The Complete University Guide to research universities and courses. 

• Universities can’t welcome you on Campus at the moment, but are preparing a range of 
digital resources for you to use.  Universities are regularly updating their websites with 
advice for applicants.  Also follow their social media channels. 

• Many resources are available online, such as the UCAS Hub, virtual tours, subject guides, and 

Unibuddy peer-to-peer support.  Social media channels including Facebook, Instagram, and 

Twitter will also have dedicated content. 

• Keep an eye out for when University Open Days start up again and register to go on them.  

All university Open Days are listed on www.opendays.com  
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• Start to draft your personal statement. 

• Keep up to date with your school work as you will still need to achieve the best grades that 

you can in your A Level exams next summer. 

 

There is no indication at the moment that the UCAS cycle will change for 2021 entry, so please 

continue to plan to meet deadlines following the established annual UCAS cycle. 

 

 

Thinking of an Apprenticeship 

  
Continue to research Apprenticeship opportunities through the Amazing Apprenticeships website, 

apprenticeships.gov.uk and individual company websites.  The icanbea.org.uk website will let you 

explore local potential career opportunities across Suffolk and Norfolk. 

 

Look at local Apprenticeship Training Providers’ websites.  Local apprenticeship providers include: 

Babcock, Blue Sky Assessing, HIT Training, John Michael Hair Academy, Key Training, Learn Direct, 

MEAT, Qube Learning, Remit Training, WS Training, YMCA Training. 

 

Take this time to write or update your CV and draft a cover letter.  There are lots of good, free 

templates and examples of CVs and Cover Letters available online.  The main Job Search websites, 

like Reed and Monster, will all provide guidance on this.     

 

 

Work experience to support applications for Apprenticeships and vocational degrees will be more 

challenging to find, but this situation could change over the coming months and into the summer, 

so do not discount the availability of work experience completely.  

 

 

Although the school has closed, we are still here to support you and please do contact me with any 
queries or concerns that you may have.  I am more than happy to reply to emails or talk things 
through with you on the telephone. 
 
All good wishes and look forward to seeing you back at Northgate Sixth Form in the future. 
 
Mrs Calder 
vcalder@northgate.suffolk.sch.uk    
 

 

 

Useful Websites 

 
www.ucas.com – The website of the University and college admission system.  You can research the 

300 universities and colleges and the 40,000 courses available in the UK.  The website has recently 

been updated with a new course finder section. 

 

www.opendays.com – Lists all university open days, plus advice on what to ask. 

 

www.russellgroup.ac.uk – useful information about the 24 Russell Group Universities. 
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www.ukcoursefinder.com – a good course finder website. 

 

www.whatuni.com – a degree comparison website. 

 

www.university.which.co.uk – you can use this website to both search for, and compare, degree 

courses. 

 

www.thecompleteuniversityguide.co.uk/league-tables - Our League Tables rank UK 

universities both nationally and in 70 subjects.  

 

www.timeshighereducation.com/student/best-universities/best-universities-uk - This UK 

university league table reveals the 100 best UK universities and colleges, according to the trusted 

Times Higher Education World University Rankings 2020. 

 

www.push.co.uk – An independent guide to UK universities, including stats such as:  most state 

school students, cheapest university housing, best staff: student ratio. 

 

 www.direct.gov.uk  – Student finance section - up to date information and applying for support 

including loans and grants. 

 

www.moneysavingexpert.com – Help and guidance with how to make your student loan or grant go 

further.  

 

www.nhsbsa.nhs.uk/students/816.aspx - The NHS student website with all the information needed 

to apply for an NHS bursary. 

 

www.education.gov.uk/getintoteaching – Careers information about teaching. 

 

www.futuremorph.org – A website designed to show careers that could result from studying 

science, technology, engineering and maths. 

 

www.thestudentroom.co.uk – A forum for university applicants to discuss all sorts of issues. 

 

www.nus.org.uk – The official website for the National Union of Students. 

 

www.prospects.ac.uk –information on the graduate job market, including starting salaries, 

breakdowns of graduate destinations nationally and by subject.  Click “Careers Centre – What do 

Graduates do?” 

 

www.thebigchoice.com – The student and graduate job site which provides information on career 

choices for students at all levels. 

 

www.gapyear.com – This website offers to help to plan and prepare for your year out including job 

vacancies, gap year ideas, travel deals etc. 

 

www.disabilityrightsuk.org – Disability Rights UK is a charity which is run by and for people with 

lived experience of disability or health conditions. 
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www.apprenticeships.gov.uk  – the National Apprenticeship Service website provides general 

advice and information about apprenticeships.  It also advertises current vacancies. 

 

www.aimapprenticeships.co.uk – platform focused on making it easy for applicants to find and 

apply to apprenticeships local to them. 

 

www.allaboutschoolleavers.co.uk – displays current apprenticeship and school leaver programme 

opportunities, to the latest school leaver job news, and gives career journey advice. 

 

amazingapprenticeships.com – Amazing Apprenticeships has a big mission.  Through the 

Apprenticeship Support & Knowledge for schools and colleges (ASK) programme they have worked 

with their partners to support thousands of individuals. 

 

www.icanbea.org.uk/ - lets you explore potential career opportunities across Norfolk & Suffolk, 

showing you how the organisations and job roles fit into wider careers. 
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