
Year 13 Exam Grades & University Entry/Apprenticeships 
 
It is important to remember that all Year 13 students across England, Wales, Scotland and Northern 
Ireland are in the same position as you. 
 
At the moment we don’t have all of the answers to the questions that you will have, but the 
guidance below runs through what some of the key players are currently saying.  The overall theme 
is that of reassurance. 
 
Gavin Williamson – Education Secretary 
The aim is to issue grades in August under a different process and a different system.  This date 
could slip depending on how the exam bodies are affected by the coronavirus. 
 
Alistair Jarvis – Chief Executive of Universities UK  

• An appropriate way to assess students needs to be found – such as a combination of teacher 
assessments and previous assignments.  Then awards could be granted this summer.   

• This would allow students to get their grades and the university admission process to go 
ahead this summer.   

• Universities UK has said that students should not lose the chance to go to university this year 
because of exam cancellations. 

 
UCAS 

• Is working with the UK Government and examination awarding bodies.   

• They want to reassure you that they are taking a number of proactive measures to support 
applicants and are looking to significantly enhance and extend flexibility within the 
admissions process.   

• They have well established contingency plans around delays in exams and provision of 
results.   

• UCAS have confirmed that they are as prepared as possible for any changes to the 
application cycle.   

 
The areas UCAS are currently focused on are: 

• Upcoming decision and reply deadlines – please don’t make knee-jerk decisions at this 
time. 

• The qualification awarding process and how places will be confirmed if exams don’t go 
ahead. 

• The impact on Confirmation and Clearing. 
 

• UCAS are working with the Government to clarify what school closures mean for your 
application. 

• If your application is affected they will email you.  Please make sure that your email address 
and contact telephone numbers are up-to-date in Track. 

• UCAS social media channels including Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter will have dedicated 
content. 

• UCAS expect to provide a further update on Friday 20th March 2020.   
 
Universities 

• Will await guidance from exam boards on how they intend to award qualifications without 
final public exams.   



• They say please don’t worry, and to reassure you that they have a range of mechanisms in 
place to ensure they can manage the admissions process for those students who want to 
join them in September, even without sitting their exams.   

• University campuses are closed to visitors, but staff are still working to support the 
university’s current students and are preparing for Autumn admissions. 

• Details of next steps will be confirmed when universities have clear information from exam 
boards. 

• Universities are regularly updating their websites with advice for applicants.  Also follow 
their social media channels. 

 
 
Apprenticeships 

• Employers are still advertising, but be mindful that recruitment timescales and start dates 
may need to be altered.   

• If you are concerned about how an Apprenticeship offer you have received may be affected 
by the way in which your A Level results may be awarded, contact the employer. 

 
 
It is still unsure how A Level grades will be awarded, so it is really important that you complete 
any outstanding coursework/assignments to the best of your abilities.   
 
Although the school has closed, we are still here to support you as you leave our Sixth Form and 
move on.  Please do contact me with any queries or concerns that you may have; I am more than 
happy to reply to emails or talk things through with you on the telephone.   
 
It has been an absolute pleasure working with you over the last couple of years and although this is 
not the transition from Sixth Form and on to university, an apprenticeship or into work that you had 
planned, all of these things will still happen.  You will still go out there and be amazing and achieve 
the things that you are determined to achieve. 
 
Best of luck, do keep in contact and reach out if you need support. 
 
Mrs Calder 
vcalder@northgate.suffolk.sch.uk  
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