
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Northgate  

Level Descriptors 

(Year 9 Only) 
 

 

  



Northgate High School 
Design Technology Level Descriptors 

 
Level Problem Analysis and Research Designing Skills and Knowledge Development and Planning Evaluation 

8 

I have looked into different 
products and considered how 
they could be used to help my 
designs and considered how their 
form/function could be used in 
different ways.  

I have used other designers’ work 
to come up with original, detailed 
and technical designs. 

I selected the best tools, materials 
and processes to produce an 
accurate final product using my 
own knowledge and skills. 

I produced an accurate plan that 
led to a very successful and fully 
constructed final product without 
any modifications. 

I solved problems by using testing 
to find a solution. I have 
considered the ethical, social and 
cultural impact of my product. 

7 

I have investigated industrial 
processes and explained how they 
could be used to make a similar 
product. 

I have added detailed 
manufacturing notes to each 
design and included sustainability. 

I have explained the problems I 
had when making the product and 
how I solved them.  

I have produced a flow chart of 
the making process that includes 
timings. 

Others have commented on my 
final design and I have modified it 
in light of the evaluation. 

6 

I have written a technical Design 
Brief and Specification that meets 
the customer’s needs. 

I have produced a range of 
creative and well-annotated initial 
designs that explain materials, 
sizes and construction methods. 

I have used a range of tools, 
materials and processes to 
produce a successful, functioning 
and accurate final product. 

I have taken my best initial idea 
and developed it further into a 
final design. I have produced a 
detailed flow chart of the making 
processes that includes Health 
and Safety. 

I explained any modifications 
made to the final product. I 
tested the final product against 
my Specification and have 
explained any improvements. 

5 

I have written a simple Design 
Brief and Specification. I collected 
ideas from two places and 
explained how other people’s 
ideas can help me with my 
designs. 

I explained my design ideas, 
added key sizes and made a quick 
model. 

My product is well made, the size 
is accurate and it has been tested 
by me.   

I drew a plan of making before 
starting practical work. I explained 
which parts of the plan I had to 
change as I went along. 

I explained how my project could 
be made by an industrial 
company. 

4 

I collected ideas from catalogues 
or the internet. 

I asked other people for their 
thoughts on my designs and 
explained their good and bad 
points. 

My product is well made, it looks 
like my chosen design and works 
well. 

I drew a simple plan of making. I explained the good and bad 
points of my product and how it 
could be improved. 

3 
I gathered ideas with support 
from an adult. 

I could come up with design ideas 
that are realistic when supported 
by an adult. 

My product is completed to an 
acceptable level and features 
elements from my designs 

I was able to produce a plan of 
making that covers the key stages 
with support from an adult. 

I could identify the good and bad 
points of my product with 
support of an adult. 

 

  



Northgate High School 
Drama Level Descriptors 

 
Level Knowledge, Understanding & Skills 

8 
I collaborate and work independently to create drama that is challenging and outstanding.  I use voice and movement with flair and exceptional understanding. I use drama form and 
structure naturalistically and symbolically.  I can analyse and evaluate rigorously & concisely. 

7 
I collaborate and shape ideas to create highly crafted work.  I use voice and movement originally and sensitively.  I use explorative strategies and drama form with sophistication.   

6 
I work productively to create meaningful outcomes.  I use voice and movement to sustain a role with commitment and focus.  I select explorative strategies and drama form to create 
meaningful performances.  I evaluate and analyse with justification using appropriate language. 

5 
I help to shape and extend ideas.  I use voice and movement to sustain a convincing character.  I select explorative strategies and drama form to make meaning.  I evaluate and 
analyse drama. 

4 
I work confidently in a group.  I create a convincing character.  I use a number of explorative strategies to help me communicate.  I reflect on my work and discuss strengths and 
weaknesses. 

3 
I work well with other people in my group.  I can use voice and movement to create a character.  I can use some explorative strategies to help me communicate.  I can discuss my 
work and pinpoint specific elements. 

2 
I can work in a group.  I can begin to use my voice as a character. I can use explorative strategies.  

  



Northgate High School 
Music Level Descriptors 

 
Level Knowledge, Understanding & Skills 

8 

• Discriminate between musical styles, genres and traditions, placing the music in context. 
• Play and compose complex rhythms and melodies in different styles, exploiting the expressive and technical potential of the instrument you are working with. 
• Compose extended pieces with a good sense of direction, shape and form 
• Make critical judgements about musical characteristics, conventions and how different   styles are reflected in your own and others work.  Judgements must be justified with 

examples. 

7 

• Discriminate between and explore influences on styles, genres and traditions 
• Play and compose complex rhythms and melodies in different styles using a range of musical techniques and notations.  Make significant contributions to your group. 
• Plan and improve your work and develop your ideas by adapting and improvising within a given structure. 
• Make critical judgements about musical characteristics, conventions and how different   styles are reflected in your own and others work. 

6 

• Listen, identify and work within various musical styles, genres and traditions 
• Improvise and compose more complex rhythms and melodies in different styles using a range of musical techniques   
• Make subtle adjustments to fit their own part within a group performance 
• Use tempo, dynamics, phrasing and timbre expressively when performing and composing 
• Plan and compose your work using different types of notation 
• Improve your work by responding to feedback 

5 

• Recognise and use musical techniques from different periods of musical history or different styles, genres, or traditions 
• Analyse and compare musical elements in different pieces of music 
• Improvise and compose more complex rhythms and melodies in different styles 
• Play and sing more significant parts from memory and notation, with an awareness of your own contribution such as leading others, taking a solo part, or providing rhythmic 

support. 
• Improve your work by responding to feedback 

4 

• Use musical terms to describe the musical elements 
• Play and sing from memory and from simple notation 
• Play and compose simple rhythms and melodies  
• Perform as part of a group and demonstrate an awareness of how parts fit together whilst maintaining your own part. 
• Suggest improvements to your own work and other people’s work 

3 

• Recognise how the musical elements are used to create an effect 
• Sing in tune with some expression  
• Improvise and compose simple rhythms and short melodies/ostinatos 
• Combine sounds together to create an intended effect 
• Improve your own work and comment on the intended effect 

 


