
Northgate High School Curriculum Guide 

Year 7 Spring Term 

 

This document gives an outline of the topics covered and learning taking place in each subject over the course of the term. If you would like more detailed information, please 
contact the relevant subject leader 

 

English  

Topic 1: Literature Through Time 
(1 lesson a week) 

Key learning:  

 Familiarisation with important English writers 

 Understanding how and why language use has changed over time 

 Exploring how language is used to create meaning 

Pupils analyse and enjoy a range of extracts ranging from Chaucer and Dickens to the present day. 
 

Topic 2: The Tempest  
(2 lessons a week) 

Key learning:  

• Annotation skills 

• Using drama to engage with and understand Shakespeare 

• Examining imagery within a piece of writing 

• Using comparative connectives to contrast two characters 

• Building upon analytical and formal essay writing skills 

Pupils research the life of Shakespeare whilst learning about Elizabethan theatre. They will also engage with the play’s key themes whilst concentrating on the 
depiction of the outsider. 
 



Topic 3: Film Comparison 
(2 lessons a week) 

Key learning:  

• Understanding the term ‘genre’ 

• Comparing and contrasting 

• Finding and using evidence to support ideas within an essay 

• Proofreading 

Pupils will look at genre and then focus on fairy tales in preparation for analytically comparing the films ‘Shrek’ and ‘The Lego Movie’. 

 
 

Mathematics 

Topic 1: Processing Data  

Key learning: 

 Calculating average 

 Comparing distributions 

 Grouped data 
 

Topic 2: Angles 

Key learning: 

 Types of angles 

 Accuracy 

 Angle sums 

 Parallel and intersecting lines 
 

Topic 3: Algebra  

Key learning: 

 Use of symbols 

 Simplifying expressions 

 Substitution 

 Solving equations 



Topic 4: Fractions 

Key learning: 

 Simple fractions 

 Equivalent fractions 

 Calculating amount 

 Operations 

 Ratio 
 

Topic 5: Measures  

Key learning: 

 Reading scales 

 Timetables 

 Calendars 

 Conversions 
 

Topic 6: Decimals and Percentages  

Key learning: 

 Ordering 

 Reading scales 

 Decimal operations 

 Simple percentages 

 Equivalent fractions 

 
 

  



Science  

Topic 1: Cells and Reproduction  

Key learning: 

 The structure of plant and animal cells  

 Unicellular organisms 

 Use of microscopes to observe cells 

 The organisation of multicellular organisms 

 Reproduction in humans, Including the structure and function of the male and female reproductive systems, the menstrual cycle, fertilisation, gestation 
and birth 
 

Topic 2: Chemical and Physical Changes  

Key learning:  

 The particle model  

 Heat transfer 

 Chemical and physical changes 

 Exothermic and endothermic reactions 

 Combustion, oxidation and thermal decomposition reactions. 

 
 

Art  

Topic: Still Life  

Key learning: 

 Building a picture 

 Composition 

 Observational drawing, collage, abstraction – Cubism 

 Applying these to art and looking at art history examples 

 
 

  



Computer Science 

Pupils rotate through a range of topics over the course of Year 7. The following is the curriculum coverage for the year. 

Topic 1: Using Computers Safely, Effectively and Responsibly 

Key learning: 

• Introduction to Northgate High School network 

• File management 

• Social networking 

• Keeping your data safe 

• Using email 

• Searching the web 

• Digital artefact: Year 6 leaflet 

Topic 2: Graphics  

Key learning: 

 Bitmap graphics 

 Vector graphics 

 Colour depth and resolution 

 Conveying meaning 

 Text, effects and enhancements 

 Exporting and evaluation 

 Digital artefact: poster advert 

 

Topic 3: Programming - Currency converter  

Key learning: 

 Problem decomposition 

 Algorithm development 

 Solution development 

 Debugging and testing 

 Publishing as .EXE 

 Evaluation 

 Digital artefact: currency convertor program 

 



Design Technology 

Pupils rotate through different areas of Design Technology over the course of Year 7. The following is the curriculum coverage for the year. 

 

Food 

Topics: • Healthy eating and the ‘eat well’ plate 

• Macro and micro nutrients 

• Sustainability and seasonality of foods, exploring the environmental impact of food 

• Factors that affect food choice and modifying recipes 

 
 Key learning:  

• Use research and exploration, such as the study of different cultures, to identify user needs 

• Identify and solve their own design problems and understand how to formulate problems given to them 

• Analyse the work of past and present professionals and others to broaden their understanding 

• Understand the source and seasonality of a wide range of ingredients 

 
 

Resistant Materials 

Topic 1: Desk tidy  

Key learning: 

• Safety in the workshop 

• Basic understanding of plastics and wood 

• Familiarisation with the workshop 

• Writing a brief and specification 

• Designing skills 

• Knowledge of tools and equipment 

• Correct and safe use of tools and equipment 

• Collaborative learning 

• Evaluating a project 
 



Topic 2: Gravity Racer  

Key learning:  

• Designing a product 

• 3D drawings skills 

• Making skills and applying finishes 

• Aero dynamics and friction 

• Speed calculations 

• Collaborative learning 

 

Textiles 

Topics and Key learning: 

 • Mood boards for expressing their deeper likes and desires which link to their final design 

• Expression of creativity taken from lesson criteria and mood board 

• Willingness to reflect on the success of their projects through self and teacher evaluation 

• Health and Safety in the workshop  

• Creating projects that are influenced by current events local and global artistic influences and by seasonal and cultural calendars 

 
 

Drama 

Topic 1: Devising Drama (continued) 

Key learning: 

 Exploration of voice, sound and physical theatre to create tension and atmosphere 

 Continue to develop understanding of characterisation: gesture, unison, comedy, stylised performance and non-naturalistic techniques 

 Develop understanding of improvisation techniques and structuring devices 

 

Topic 2: Text – ‘Grimm Tales’ by Carol Ann Duffy 

Key learning: 

 Study and interpret an extract from a text 

 Continue to develop characterisation: voice, movement and language 

 Develop understanding of use of performance space and the relationship between actor and audience 

 Develop ability to refine work based on self-reflection and feedback 

 Develop understanding of seeing a production through from planning, rehearsal and refinement to performance 



 

French 

Topic 1: Where I Live  

Key learning: 

 Talking about where people live  

 Describing home 

 Describing your bedroom 

 Describing what you do in the evening 

 Telling the time 

 Grammar: -er verbs: je/tu/il/elle/on/ ils/elles; prepositions 
 

Topic 2: My Town and Going Out  

Key learning:  

 Talking about places in a town  

 Directions 

 Where you are and where you are going 

 Expressing opinions 

 Ordering drinks and snacks 

 Grammar: aller; preposition à 

 
  



Geography 

Topic 1: A Hostile World – Life in the Freezer   

Key learning: 

As part of this unit pupils will be looking at the different Arctic communities (e.g. the Inuit community), their way of life and how the environment has affected 
and influenced their culture. Pupils will also be investigating:  

• The consequences of Arctic/Antarctic exploitation  

• The impact of climate change on polar regions. 

 

Topic 2: A Hostile World – Life on the Margins  

Key learning: 

In addition to studying the location, climate and ecosystems of dry land regions, pupils will also investigate the different tribal groups found in the Sahel and 
Middle East as well as the challenges communities face as a result of desertification and unreliable food supply. Pupils will look at the reasons for rural to urban 
migration. 

 
 

German 

Topic: In and Outside School 

Key learning: 

 School subjects 

 Opinions 

 Pencil case items  

 Clothes 

 What you eat and drink – essen/trinken 

 Time  

 Hobbies 

 Sports 

 Favourite things 

 Time phrases – how often 

 Man kann 

 Grammar: haben + accusative; sein + nominative; regular and irregular verbs -  essen/trinken/spielen/gehen; adjectival agreements with clothes; opinions; 
word order i.e. inversion, time phrases; man kann 



History 

Topic 1: Rats and Rebels - did the Black Death or the Peasants’ Revolt have the biggest impact?  

Key learning: 

 Why were there so many graves underneath Charterhouse Square in Farringdon? 

 Why was the Black Death so terrifying? 

 What did medieval people think caused the plague?  

 Medieval ways to prevent (or cure) the plague were very ineffective – how far do you agree?  

 Was the Black Death a total disaster for England?  

 What caused the Peasants Revolt?  

 What were the consequences of the Peasant’s Revolt?  

 Which event was more significant – The Black Death or the Peasants’ Revolt?  

Topic 2: Why could no one ignore the Church in the Middle Ages? 

Key learning:  

 Why did Henry II agree to be whipped?  

 How did the church have power over people in the Middle Ages?  

 In what ways did the Church give people hope?  

 In what ways did the Church help people?  

 
 

Music 

Topic 1: Britpop  

Key learning: 

 Context – history and development of the style 

 Improving ensemble performance skill 

 Developing instrumental technique with a focus on single guitar lines and chord parts on the keyboard 

 Listening skills 

 Key terminology associated with the musical elements 
 



Topic 2: Sci-Fi  

Key learning:  

 Listening skills 

 Musical elements 

 Composing using ostinatos and scales 

 Music and the image - composing using a picture stimulus and graphic scores 

 Music technology – composing using a sequencer within given guidelines 

 
 

Physical Education 

Outdoor – 1 lesson per week 

Topic: Invasion - principles and strategies (Hockey/Football) including tournament  

Key learning: 

• Passing, dribbling and controlling the ball 

• Dispossessing and tackling safely and effectively 

• Generating and exploiting space 
 

Indoor – 1 lesson per week. A variety of topics are covered on rotation. Pupils also participate in a tournament. 

Topic 1: Gymnastics  

Key learning:  

 Fundamentals and progressions of travelling 

 Fundamentals/principles and progressions to balancing 

 Developing individual, paired and small group sequences 

 Utilising apparatus 

 



Topic 2: Dance 

 Key learning:  

 Respond to changing stimuli linking technical skills with increased control 

 Apply variation to technical skills with enhanced balance, coordination and stillness 

 Altering levels, direction, synchronisation, speed, flow in choreography; with appropriateness in its variation 

 

Topic 3: Basketball 

 Key learning:  

 Passing, dribbling and controlling the ball 

 Dispossessing and tackling safely and effectively 

 Generating and exploiting space 

 

Topic 4: Volleyball 

 Key learning:  

 Basic service action  

 Adopting correct body position 

 Basic principles of shots / strokes 

 Push-tap-whip 

 Sustaining a rally 

 
 

  



Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education 

Topic 1: Assertiveness, Bullying and My Future 

Key learning: 

 Assertiveness – aggressive, assertive and passive behaviour 

 Bullying – Northgate anti-bullying policy 

 Stand in my shoes – vulnerable adults, local community and human rights 

 Cyberbullying – role play 

 Dream job and future plan 

 Stereotyping – skills reflection 
 

Topic 2: Sex and Relationships Education  

Key learning:  

 Puberty 

 Menstruation 

 Developing relationships 

 Consequences – pregnancy and teenagers 

 Consequences – STIs 

 
 

Religious Education 

Topic 1: Islam  

Key learning: 

 Introduction to Islam 

 Who was Muhammad and why is he important to Muslims? 

 What are the “Five Pillars” of Islam and why are they important? 

 How are holy buildings and scriptures used and valued? 

 How are Rites of Passage celebrated? 

 How are women treated in modern Islam? 

 
 

  



Spanish 

Topic 1: Friends and Family 

Key learning: 

 Talking about brothers and sisters 

 Talking about pets 

 Descriptions 

 Hair and eye colour 

 Describing other people 

 Grammar: use of the negative, possessive adjective, use of ‘tener’ and ‘ser’ verbs, agreement of adjectives 

 

Topic 2: Where I Live 

Key learning:  

 Talking about where people live 

 Describing home 

 Describing what you do in the evening 

 Describing your bedroom 

 Daily routine 

 Grammar: reflexive verbs, stem changing verbs ‘jugar’ and ‘dormir’, prepositions 

 

 

 
  



Tutorial (during registration periods) 

Topic 1: Friendships, Fall Outs and Bullying - focus on friendships and respect  

Key learning: 

 Boys’ and girls’ personalities 

 Friendship issues 

 Fall out scenarios 

 Tolerance of each other 

 Difference 

 Bullying situations   

 ‘Great Writers’ competition for the anti-bullying campaign – speeches, poetry 
 

Topic 2: Creative Writing - focus on literacy 

Key learning:  

 Short story writing  

 Competition outline – voluntary 

 Activities and word games 

 


