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The Northgate Sixth Form Bursary Scheme
The Northgate Sixth Form Bursary Scheme1 is designed to help those students 
in need of financial support whilst they undertake their studies. Details of how 
to apply are shown overleaf and we would really encourage those that may be 
eligible to submit an application. The purpose of the bursary is to address barriers 
to learning so that students have the best opportunity to engage in Sixth Form 
life. 55 students have benefitted from the fund this academic year.

Over the last year we have met with applicants to discuss their personal needs 
so that funds can be allocated appropriately. Bursary funds have helped with the 
start of course costs, student’s daily travel costs, school trips, university visits, 
laptops, books and other resources. The costs of a school lunch for those bursary 
students that are not entitled to free school meals has also been supported by 
these funds. 

In this academic year funds have been allocated to 30th June 2019  
as follows: 

Joining costs (book deposits, printing credits) £1,600 4%

Subject specific costs (trips, clothing, equipment) £1,566 4%

Travel to Sixth Form £13,223 32%

Laptops, books and other resources  £10,506 25%

University visits £830 2%

Other £11,234 27%

Lunches £781 2%

Administration costs £1,624 4%

1 Bursary Funding is provided by the Government.



For the 19/20 academic year, applications for the bursary for students 
joining our Sixth Form, and those that are continuing their studies in 
Year 13, are invited as follows: 

2 In some circumstances the entitlement ends at the age of 18.

3  From time to time families can find themselves facing hardship/ exceptional circumstances but do 
not meet the criteria of groups A to D. To help students in these situations the school may make 
discretionary payments from the Bursary Fund.  

Students in care and care leavers

 Students receiving Income Support (IS), 
or Universal Credit (UC) because they are 
financially supporting themselves or has 
someone who is dependent and living with 
them such as a child or partner. 

 Students receiving Disability Living 
Allowance (DLA) or Personal Independence 
Payments (PIP) in their own right as well as 
Employment and Support Allowance (ESA) or 
Universal Credit (UC) in their own right.

Students receiving free school meals (FSM) 
(household with income below £16,190) 

To apply for FSM:
https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/children-families-
and-learning/schools/school-meals-uniforms-
and-trips/apply-for-free-school-meals/

Household with income below £16,190  
(but not entitled to FSM)

Household income between £16,190 and 
£25,0003

Up to £1,2002.

Personalised 
award, dependent 
upon need

Personalised 
award, dependent 
upon need

Lower 
personalised 
award dependent 
upon need

Group A 
Students: 

Group B 
Students

Group C 
Students

Group D
Students
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Other things that you need to know about the Northgate 
High School Bursary 
  Students need to attend Northgate Sixth Form to receive payment. Of 

course the impact of any illness, caring responsibilities or other exceptional 
circumstances will be taken into account4. 

  The amounts that students receive will depend upon their personal needs and 
those of other students bearing in mind that the overall bursary fund is reliant 
upon a government grant. In 2018/19 most of the awards were between £250 
and £750. 

  Payment can be stopped in the event of serious misconduct/ behaviour5. 

  Payments will be made by BACS into the student’s bank account.  

  Students must provide receipts for expensive items purchased with Bursary 
Funds and money can be taken back from the student if the funds are not used 
for reasons it was given.

  If you have any queries about how your application is handled, please contact 
Mrs Walker, Principal Finance Officer or Mr Alexander, Head of Sixth Form,  
in the first instance6.   

The bursary application form for the 2019 Academic year will be posted 
on our website from 10th July. We look forward to receiving your 
application.

4  Payment will be stopped where students have been absent for a period of 4 continuous weeks or 
more (excluding school holidays, or if there is evidence that the student intends to return) and where 
students have made a decision to withdraw from a study programme.

5  Our students generally conduct themselves extremely well and stopping payments is not a sanction 
that Northgate has needed to use.

6  Any student or parent who is unhappy with how Northgate has handled their application for bursary 
funding should follow the Northgate complaints procedure, which is on the school website.


