
Northgate High School Educational Visits – FAQs 

 

Why do clashes between trips occur? 

High quality, school-based teaching and learning is central to what we achieve at Northgate. To keep 
disruption of the timetable to an acceptable level we have to control the timing and number of days 
each year when staff and students take part in trips.  

At the same time we realise that well planned, out of school experiences can complement school 
based learning, so we are very lucky that our staff are willing to run nearly 150 external visits each 
year, some such as foreign exchanges and Duke of Edinburgh Gold expeditions lasting a week or 
more. 

Some trips, for example those involving external providers such as activity centres, are typically 
booked up to a year in advance. Other trips are booked at short notice as an opportunity becomes 
available, for example surplus tickets for sporting events or the theatre are sometimes offered to 
school parties at heavily discounted prices. 

There are also many other constraints on when trips can take place, for example: 

• The visit leader’s and accompanying staff member(s)’ other commitments, be these professional 
(e.g. teaching and assessments clubs or rehearsals, staff training) or personal (e.g. childcare, a 
partner’s work commitments) 

• Availability/cost of the activity (e.g. group booking at an art gallery, theatre tickets, 
accommodation) 

• Availability/cost of transport (e.g. affordable flights abroad) 

• Suitability of dates for other parties involved (e.g. exchange schools) 

• Other events in school (e.g. practical and oral examinations, Parents’ Evenings) 

• The availability of suitable cover staff to take over absent colleagues' lessons. 

Due to the factors above we are not in a position to plan a full schedule at the start of a school year, 
or to give parents notification of all trips for a particular year group at the same time. Neither would 
it be possible to run all of the trips we do with a 'one trip only per day' policy. Our guiding principle is 
that where staff are willing to give up their time to run trips we want to maximise the number of 
places available for our young people to participate, so we sometimes allow multiple trips to go 
ahead at the same time. While this will mean one student cannot participate in all trips, it is infinitely 
better than the alternative of not running one or more of the trips at all. 

 

How do you decide how many places are available on a trip? 

There are a number of factors that dictate how many places are available for a trip, including: 

• The numbers of students that can be safely and comfortably accommodated by any external 
activity or accommodation provider 

• The number of staff who are willing and able to supervise students on a visit and the number of 
staff who are suitably experienced and/or qualified to lead the activities associated with the 
visit. 

• Compliance with health and safety regulations and risk assessments. 

• Availability of appropriate travel options and travel providers. 

• Cost and ‘value for money’ considerations – for example 40 staff with 4 staff makes a coach 
economically viable, while 50 students and 5 staff can be prohibitively expensive. 

• The impact of numbers on the quality of the experience for those taking part. 

 



Why doesn’t the school use a ‘first come, first served’ policy for over-subscribed trips? 

We are specifically advised against this practice in the visits guidance we follow, as it can 
disadvantage those who need time to seek financial assistance. Because it is not possible for all 
families to immediately access the money that is needed, we use a random lottery of all applications 
received by the deadline stated on the letter to allocate places when trips are oversubscribed.  

The unsuccessful students' names are entered onto a reserve list, again with the order being 
determined by random lottery. Should students who have been allocated a place subsequently 
withdraw from the visit, then students from the reserve list will be offered the places. 

 

My child did not get a place on a trip. Will they be given priority for future trips? 

No. By agreement with Governors we do not run a priority system for anyone who has been 
unsuccessful in applying for a previous trip when considering applications for future visits. This is 
because it is impossible to devise a fair system to do this. For example: 

• Trips are not always available to exactly the same group of students e.g. some may be specific to 
those studying a particular subject or in a particular year group, while others are open to all. 

• Students will not necessarily apply for every opportunity that arises due to their personal 
circumstances. For example, a less confident student not applying for a residential trip should 
still have equality of opportunity when applying for a day trip. 

• Cost is a consideration. For example, students from lower income families who do not apply for 
expensive trips should still have equality of opportunity for lower cost visits. 

Given factors of this nature, it would not be right to give priority to someone who had been 
unsuccessful in applying for a previous trip over someone who did not even apply for the preceding 
visit. 

 

Updated November 2019 


