
 Curriculum Information 
 

 

Curriculum Principles: 

Our intention is to provide our learners with a curriculum that: 

 is broad and balanced 

 values subject disciplines and builds subject knowledge 

 promotes Northgate’s values – respect, determination and teamwork 

 creates responsible, healthy and aspirational citizens 

 fosters a love of learning 

 

Curriculum Overview 

Religious Education and collective worship (assembly) are non‐denominational in character. 

Religious Education is taught in accordance with the statutory requirements for maintained schools 

and the Suffolk Agreed Syllabus. Parents who, on grounds of conscience, wish to withdraw their 

child from Religious Education should give written notice to the headteacher. Religious Education is 

not a public examination subject and a student who wishes it as an examination subject must opt for 

Religious Studies at Key Stage 4.  

Social, moral, cultural and spiritual development ‐ including that of the British values of democracy, 

the rule of law, individual liberty and mutual respect and tolerance of those with different faiths and 

beliefs – is delivered across the curriculum at all key stages, and is a core element of our PSHEE 

programme.    

Key Stage 3 Curriculum  

Students in Years 7, 8 and 9 study Art, Computing, Drama, English, Geography, History, Maths, 

Music, Physical Education, Science and Technology as well as the locally agreed syllabus for Religious 

Education. French, German or Spanish is studied in Years 7 to 9.  

All students in Years 7 to 9 follow a programme of Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education, 

which includes Sex Education as outlined in the Governors’ policy. In Years 7 and 8, students have 

one lesson a week allocated to PSHEE, and in Year 9 students follow a Core programme which 

includes Careers, Economic Awareness, PSHEE, Religious Education, Sex Education and Citizenship.  

More detailed information about the curriculum followed in each subject can be found on the 

Northgate website. 

Form groups represent a mixture of ability, but in appropriate subjects setting is introduced 

progressively through Key Stage 3. Provision is made for students with Special Educational Needs, 

who may be withdrawn from a lesson for specific help, but for the majority of time, will operate in 

the normal curriculum, with appropriate support. For a small minority of students, a bespoke 

curriculum is available in our Learning Support department where students have access to specialist 

intervention programmes delivered by Northgate staff and external services. This is regularly 

reviewed in the light of student progress.   Similarly, a small number of students are offered literacy 

and numeracy intervention in the Learning Support department as appropriate to their learning 

need.  



Key Stage 4 Curriculum  

In Years 10 and 11, students study GCSEs in English Language, English Literature, Maths and Science 

(combined or triple). Further GCSE subjects are chosen Art, Business Studies & Economics, Child 

Development, Computer Science, Creative iMedia, Dance, Design Technology (Electronic Products 

and Resistant Materials), Drama, Food, French, Geography, German, Graphics, Health & Social Care, 

History, Music, Physical Education, Psychology, Religious Studies, Sociology, Spanish and Textiles. 

Choice is guided through option blocks, to ensure appropriate breadth.   In addition, a non‐

examination programme of study is followed in Physical Education.   

The availability of all option subjects will depend on sufficient support to ensure that the course 

can run.  

The Core Programme covering Careers and Work‐related Learning, Economic Awareness, Enterprise 

Education, PSHEE, Religious Education, Study Skills, Health and Sex Education and Citizenship builds 

on the related Year 9 input.    

Students in Year 10 undertake a period of Work Experience at the end of the Summer Term.    

Sixth Form Curriculum  

The Sixth Form curriculum offers a two-year A Level, supported by additional studies at GCSE. 

Alternatively, a one-year GCSE course allows students to combine further GCSE and other Level 2 

entries with continued general education.    

There are 33 A Level subjects currently available, including the Extended Project Qualification, as 

well as two Level 3 vocational qualifications and a number of subjects at GCSE. More information 

can be found in the Sixth Form Prospectus – see www.northgatesixthform.co.uk.    

The availability of all subjects will depend on sufficient support to ensure that the course can run.  

 

If having read this information you have any questions relating to the school curriculum, please 

contact the relevant Progress Director or Subject Leader (see Staff/Northgate High School Staff), or 

Mr Banham, Deputy Headteacher. 
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