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Conflict (Causation): The Norman Conquest  
Key learning:   

• What was England like in the 1060s?  

• Why did William want to invade England?  

• Why did Harold find it so hard to defend 
England?  

• William won the Battle of Hastings due to luck 
and skill. How far do you agree?   

 
 

Power: The impact of the Norman Invasion 
Key learning:   

• In what ways were the Normans violent and 
brutal?  

• Did the Norman Conquest completely change 
England?  

 
Ideas and Beliefs: The Importance of the Church 
Key learning:   

• Why was religion so important in the Middle 
Ages?  

• What role did it play in everyday life? 

• Why were monasteries so important?  
 
Ideas and Beliefs / Conflict: The First Crusade.  
Key learning:   

• What were the Wars of the Cross?  

• Who went on a crusade and why?  

• What difficulties did crusaders face?  

• How did the crusaders capture Jerusalem?  

 
Empire: Islamic Empire 
Key learning:  

• What was the Muslim world like?  

• In what ways was the Muslim world more 
advanced than the Christian World? Compare 
Baghdad with London.  

 
 
Power: The Shifting Nature of Power  
Key learning:   

• Why did Henry II agree to be whipped?  

• What was the significance of King John?  

• Where did our Parliament come from?  

• What did King Edward I achieve? – Changes to 
law and order, control over the barons, wars 
with Scotland and Ireland.   

 
Ordinary Life: Medieval life 
Key learning:   

• What was life like in a medieval village? 
Similarities / differences between medieval life 
and today. 

• What was life like in a medieval town?  

• Why did towns grow?  

• Could you have fun in the Middle Ages? 
Differences between rich and poor. 

• What dangers did medieval people face?  
 

 
Ordinary Life and Power: The Black Death and 
Peasants’ Revolt  
Key learning:   

• What were the causes and symptoms of the 
Black Death?  

• How did medieval people attempt to cure the 
plague?  

• What impact did the Black Death have on 
England?  

• Why were the peasants so angry in 1381?  

• ‘In the short term, the peasants lost, but in the 
long term they won.’ Do you agree or disagree 
with this statement about the consequences of 
the Peasants’ Revolt?   

 
 
Migration: The Big Story of Migration to Britain 
Key learning:   

• What is ‘our story’? Who has moved to Britain 
and when?  

• What can we learn from Zephaniah’s poem?  

• Why do people move around?  

• What impact has this had on Britain?   
 

 
 



• What was the impact of the crusades?    
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Power: The War of the Roses 
Key learning:   

• What was the War of the Roses?  

• How certain are we that Richard III murdered 
the Princes in the Tower?  

• Why did Richard III lose the Battle of 
Bosworth? 

• Body in the carpark – what can we learn from 
Richard III’s skeleton?   

 
Ideas and Beliefs and Power: The Break with 
Rome 
Key learning:   

• The Reformation: What did Protestants protest 
about?  

• What was the King’s Great Matter? What were 
the consequences of this? 

• Was the Dissolution of the Monasteries mainly 
about religion, money or power? 

• What was the impact of the dissolution of the 
monasteries? 

 
Conflict & Ordinary Life: Elizabethan England 
Key learning:   

• Why did the Spanish Armada fail?  

• Did life get better under Elizabeth?  
 
Power: The Causes of the English Civil War 
Key learning:   

• Why were the years 1625-1660 years of 
turmoil?  

• Why did Charles resort to Personal Rule?  

• What evidence is there for the popular belief 
that Charles’ Personal Rule was an eleven-year 
tyranny?  

 
Ideas and Beliefs: The East Anglian Witch-Hunt 
Key learning:   

• How far were economic and political issues 
responsible for the East Anglian witch craze?  

• Who was Matthew Hopkins? How responsible 
was he for the extent of the witch craze?   

• Why did the hunt come to an end in 1647?  
 
Empire: The Growth of the British Empire 
Key learning:   

• ‘It was ‘great people’ that grew the Empire’. Do 
you agree?   

• How did the British colonise Australia?  

• What were British relations like with the 
Aborigines?  

• ‘Individual leaders were the most important 
reason for the success of Britain’s colony in 
Australia.’ How far do you agree?   

 
Empire: Slavery 
Key learning:   

• What was the Trade Triangle?  

• What were conditions like during the Middle 
Passage?  

• What role did Clarkson play in the abolition of 
slavery?  

• Why was slavery abolished?  
 

 
 

 
 

 
Power: The French Revolution 
Key learning:   

• Why were the French angry?  

• How was the revolution carried out?  

• What did the revolution achieve?  
 
Ordinary Life: Life in the Industrial Revolution 
Key learning:   

• What caused the Industrial Revolution? 

• How did the lives of working men, women and 
children change?  

 
Power: Winning the Vote 
Key learning:   

• Was there a risk of revolution in Britain?  

• What was wrong with British elections?  

• Peterloo 1819: what did they want and did 
they get it?  

• How did the Chartists try to win the vote?  
 
 



• ‘In 1638 King Charles was at the height of his 
power.’ Do you agree?  

• When did Civil War become inevitable? 

• Could the Civil War have been avoided?  
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Power: Votes for Women 
Key learning:   

• What were the arguments for and against 
women’s suffrage?  

• Who were the Suffragettes and the Suffragists?  

• Did the Suffragettes do more harm than good?  

• Why were women given the vote in 1918?  

• 100 years on…how much has life improved for 
women?  

 
Power & Ideas and Beliefs: Russia 1905-1914 
Key learning:   

• Why was Russia so hard to govern?  

• What was the aftermath of the 1905 
Revolution?  

• How did Russia attempt to reform?  

• How did Stolypin contribute?  
 
Conflict: WW1 
Key learning:   

• Why did two bullets lead to the death of 20 
million?   

• How did Europe get drawn into war? 

• Why did the Schlieffen Plan fail?  

• Why were so many men keen to volunteer?  

• What was it like living and fighting on the front 
line?  

• What was the impact of the First World War on 
people’s lives? 

 
 

 

 
Power & Ideas and Beliefs: The Russian 
Revolution 
Key learning:   

• What was the impact of the First World War on 
Russian people? 

• How did Tsar Nicholas II lead Russia and its 
army during WWI?  

• Why did the Tsar’s regime collapse in 1917? 

• How effective were the Provisional 
government?  

• Why were the Bolsheviks successful? 
 
Ordinary Life: The USA – 1920s 
Key learning:   

• Why was there an economic boom?  

• How far did US society change in the 1920? – 
women. 

 
Power: Civil Rights 
Key learning:   

• How did Black Americans campaign for equal 
rights?  

• What can the story of Jess Owens tell us about 
the way black people were treated in America?  

• Who campaigned for civil rights?  

• 50 years on from the death of MLK – has his 
dream come true?  

 
Conflict: Turning points of WW2 
Key learning:   

• When did the Second World War turn against 
Germany and her allies? 

 
Power: The Holocaust 
Key learning:   

• Why did the Nazis persecute the Jews and 
other groups of people?  

• How were the Jews persecuted?  

• How should the Holocaust be remembered?  

• Why is the Holocaust such a significant event?  
 
Empire: End of the British Empire 
Key learning:   

• Why the British leave Kenya?  

• Why did the British leave Hong Kong?  
 
Migration: Immigration to the UK 
Key learning:   

• Why did the government encourage 
Commonwealth migrants to come to Britain?  

• What challenges did the Commonwealth 
migrants face?  

• What has been the impact of migration?  
 
Conflict: Cold War and Vietnam 
Key learning:   

• What is meant by a ‘Cold War’?  

• Why did America become involved in Vietnam?  

• Why did the USA fail in Vietnam?  
 



 
 

• Truman: to bomb or not to bomb? 
 

 

Key Stage 4 course outline  

GCSE History AQA 8145GC 

Year Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 
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Treaty of Versailles 
League of Nations  
Causes of World War Two 
 

 
Germany - 1890-1945 

 
Health and the people 1000AD – present 
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Elizabethan England 
 

 
Revision 

 
Revision 

 


