
Northgate High School Curriculum Guide 

Year 9 Summer Term 

 

This document gives an outline of the topics covered and learning taking place in each subject over the course of the term. If you would like more detailed information, please 
contact the relevant subject leader 

 

English  

Topic 1: Topic 1: Modern Play 
(2 lessons a week) 

Key learning:  

• Analytically evaluating the methods writers use to create meaning 

• Assessing the impact of stagecraft on an audience 

• Using dramatic techniques to successfully show understanding of a character 

Pupils will read and engage with a play through drama and a written response. 

  

Topic 2: Modern Non-Fiction  
(1 lesson a week for the duration of the term) 

Key learning:  

• Exploring the impact of language devices on meaning 

• Considering the construction of a text 

• Using textual evidence 

• Retrieving information 

• Identifying and following an argument 

• Comparing texts  

Reading responses to a variety of non-fiction extracts in line with the demands of the new English Language GCSE. 
 



Topic 3: Poetry Study  
(2 lessons a week) 

Key learning: 

• Responding to poetry critically and originally using textual evidence 

• Explaining how language, form and structure contribute to meaning 

• Communicating clearly and imaginatively, using a form and vocabulary suited to the poetic form 

• Organising writing and using linguistic devices effectively 

Developing reading skills that mimic the new GCSE English Literature poetry paper dealing with both pre-studied and unseen poetry. The course will also 
include some creative poetry writing. 
 

 
 

Mathematics 

Foundation topics 

Topic 1: Number 

Key learning: 

• Percentages and proportion 
 

Topic 2: Handling data  

Key learning: 

• Probability 

• Data collection 

• Statistic 

• Representing and interpreting data 
 

Topic 3: Shape, space and measures 

Key learning: 

• Geometrical reasoning – lines, angles and shapes 

• Mensuration 

Topic 4: Revision for end of year test 

 
 



Intermediate topics 

Topic 1: Number 

Key learning: 

 Percentages and proportion 
 

Topic 2: Algebra  

Key learning: 

 Sequences, functions and graphs 
 

Topic 3: Handling data  

Key learning: 

 Probability 

 Data collection 

 Summary values 

 Representing and interpreting data 

 Distributions 
 

Topic 4: Shape, space and measures 

Key learning: 

 Geometrical reasoning – lines, angles and shapes 

 Transformations 

 Mensuration 

 Solving problems 

 

Topic 5: Revision for end of year test 

  



Higher topics 

Topic 1: Number 

Key learning: 

 Percentages and proportion 
 

Topic 2: Algebra  

Key learning: 

 Sequences, functions and graphs  
 

Topic 3: Handling data  

Key learning: 

 Probability  

 Bias 

 Statistics 

 Representing 

 Interpreting and analysing data 

 Critical evaluation 
 

Topic 4: Shape, space and measures 

Key learning: 

 Geometrical reasoning – lines, angles and shapes 

 Mensuration 

 Solving problems 
 

Topic 5: Revision for end of year test 

 
 
  



Science  

 Biology 

Key learning: 

 Enzymes 

 Plant Tissues and Organs 

 Communicable Diseases 

 Culturing Microorganisms 
 

 Chemistry 

Key learning: 

 Halides and Sulfates 

 Practical Skills 

 Factors Affecting Reaction Rates 

 Calculating Reaction Rates 

 Collision Theory 

 Catalysts 

 

 Physics 

Topic: Waves 

Key learning: 

 Waves 

 The electromagnetic spectrum 

 Light 

 Sound 

 
 
 

  



Art  

During this term, pupils will work on one of the following two topics. Whichever is not completed in the Spring Term will be completed in the Summer Term.   

Topic 1: Self-Directed Project  

Key learning: 

Inspiration, design and planning leading to a self-directed outcome e.g. sculpture 
 

Topic 2: Pop Art 

Key learning: 

 Commercial 

 Motif 

 Branding 

 Graphics 

 Repeat imagery 

 Graffiti 

 Applying the above to art and looking at art history examples 

 
 

Computer Science 

Topic 1: Animation  

Key learning: 

 Evaluating animations 

 Stopframe techniques 

 Keyframe techniques 

 Storyboarding 

 Making an animation 

 Testing and evaluation 

 Digital artefact: Web advert  
 

  



Topic 2: Digital Sound  

Key learning: 

 Audio file types 

 Digitising sound 

 Digitised effects 

 Bit rates and sample frequency 

 Exporting as .MP4 

 Evaluation 

 Digital artefact: radio advert 

 
 

Design Technology 

Pupils rotate through different areas of Design Technology over the course of Year 9. The following is the curriculum coverage for the year. 

 

Electronics 

Topic: MP3 Speaker Project  

Key learning: 

 Electronic theory 

 Product investigation 

 Target market investigation 

 Specification knowledge 

 Workshop practices and appropriate workshop behaviour 

 Soldering  

 Drilling machine use  

 Project evaluation and self-reflection 

 Recycling and environmental awareness 

 
 

  



Food 

Topic: Cultural and World Foods 

Key learning: 

 Research and understand how different cultures cook and eat different foods 

 Consider the range of ingredients available in different cultures and cook a variety of dishes from around the world 

 Use research and exploration, such as the study of different cultures, to identify user needs 

 Identify and solve their own design problems and understand how to formulate problems given to them 

 Analyse the work of past and present professionals and others to broaden understanding 

 Understand the source and seasonality of a wide range of ingredients 

 
 

Graphics 

Topics: Chocolate Bar Project  

Key learning: 

• Using mood boards to express their own interests and to inspire them during the designing process 

• Responding to artists and graphic designers; linking to their research of media experiments and to the design process 

• Behaviour and Health and Safety   

• Reflecting and acting on feedback to improve their work 

• Creation of final product - a range of chocolate bar designs 

 
 

  



Resistant Materials 

Topic: Timber Box Project  

Key learning: 

• Research and product analysis 

• Target market identification and CAFÉ QUE analysis 

• Sustainability of resources and ethical forestry management 

• Practical skill development and knowledge of tools, machinery and consumables 

• Finishes for hard and soft woods 

• Project process planning 

• Development of CAD/CAM experience and skills 

• Being able to evaluate a product  

• Health & Safety Law 

• Working together in workshop environment showing respect, tolerance, clear communication and team working skills 

 
 

Textiles 

Topics and key learning: 

 • Mood boards for expressing their deeper likes and desires which link to their final design 

• Expression of creativity taken from lesson criteria and mood board 

• Willingness to reflect on the success of their projects through self and teacher evaluation 

• Health and Safety in the workshop  

• Creating projects that are influenced by current events, local and global artistic influences and by seasonal and cultural calendars 

 

  



Drama 

Topic: Script Analysis – ‘Teechers’ and ‘Blood Brothers’  

Key learning: 

• Overview of plot  

• Examining character relationships  

• Exploration of themes and content  

• Role of the director  

• Duologues and vocal techniques  

• Building tension and creating atmosphere 

 
 

French 

Topic: Identity and Culture- Daily Life  

Key learning: 

• Talking about food and meals 

• Discussing and shopping for clothes 

• Describing your daily life 

• Talking about food for special occasions 

• Using polite language 

• Describing family celebrations 

• Describing festivals and traditions 

• Grammar: The partitive article; present tense irregular verbs (boire and prendre), il faut + infinitive; adjectives of colour; porter and metre; subject and 
object pronouns; modal verbs pouvoir and devoir; using the pronoun en; asking questions in the tu and vous forms; using venir de + infinitive 

 
 

  



Geography 

Topic: Ethical Purchasing – Blood, Sweat & Our Luxuries 

 How our luxuries are made in less economically developed countries 

 Working conditions 

 The development gap 

 How can we make the situation fairer? 

 

German 

If one lesson per week – overlap with the start of the GCSE course: 

Topic 1: Today’s People  

Key learning: 

 Family 

 Friendship 

 My dream partner 

 A nightmare date 

 Grammar: possessive adjectives; relative pronouns; conditional tense with ‘würden’; perfect tense and imperfect of modals 
 

Topic 2: My Town  

Key learning: 

 Tourist office – places in a town 

 Directions 

 Grammar: es gibt + accusative; adjectival agreements; time-manner-place; the imperative; man kann + infinitive and , word order 

 

If two lessons a week, the above, plus additional learning content for Topic 2 as follows: 

Topic 2: My Town  

Key learning: 

 Project Germany 

 Holiday schedules 

 The Autostadt 

 Come to Niedersachsen   

 



History 

Topic: Conflict 

Key learning: 

 World War I:  
How did two bullets lead to 20 million deaths?  

 World War 2 Trench Warfare: 
What was life like in the trenches?  
 

 
 
 

Music 

Topic 1: 

 

 

Stomp Project Key learning: 

• Rhythmic composition 

• Stomp Out Loud – background about the group 

• Developing ensemble performance skills using junk percussion 

• Musical elements with a focus on using different timbres and textures in composition 

Topic 2 The pupils chose to specialise in a skill in the second half of the term 

• Option A: Performance – with a focus on ensemble skills and independent learning 

• Option B: Arranging/Composing using music technology (Making Waves Software) 

 

  



Physical Education 

Lesson A 

Topic: Net and Wall, Striking and Fielding (Rounders/Cricket/Softball) 

Key learning: 

• Refining net play 

• Refining specific shots/strokes 

• Responding to changing situations and game formats/restrictions  

• Refining batting, bowling and fielding techniques in specialised NGB recognised games 

• Refine tactical contributions by specialising in a particular position 
 

Lesson B 

Topic: Athletics 

Key learning:  

• Refining body positions when running, jumping and/or throwing 

• Detailed multi-limb self-analysis to support refinements and kinaesthetic awareness 

 
 
 

Spanish 

Topic: Summer  

Key learning: 

 Describing a holiday home 

 Describing holiday activities 

 Asking for directions 

 Talking about summer camps 

 Describing a world trip 

 Grammar: revision of comparatives, introduction to superlatives, imperatives 

 

 

  



Core Rotation 

Careers, PSHEE and Religious Education are delivered on rotation throughout the year as part of the Year 9 Core Programme. 

 

Careers 

Topics and key learning: 

 • Self analysis – where am I now? 

• Exploration of skills and qualities and future aspirations  

• Exploration of different careers software programmes 

• Options exploration 

 
 

PHSEE 

Topics and key learning: 

 • Self and others 

• Role models 

• Prejudice and discrimination 

• The United Kingdom 

• Kings and queens 

• Democracy and dictatorship 

Religious Education 

Topics and key learning: 

 • Religious and secular views of legal and illegal drugs 

• Causes and types of discrimination - in particular Ageism and Sexism 

• Application of the message "love thy neighbour" through a study of Martin Luther King and Mother Theresa 

 
 

  



Tutorial (during registration periods) 

Topic 1: Internet and its Appropriate Use – Focus on Safety 

Key learning: 

• Internet facts and figures related to crime and victims 

• Facebook 

• Pros and cons 

• Sexting 

• Legal issues – images on phones, computers 
 

Topic 2: Healthy Eating - Focus on Health  

Key learning:  

• A balanced diet 

• Nutrients 

• Food labels 

• Different diets 

 


